Biden, USDA Announce $420 Million Investment in Watershed Infrastructure Projects to
Benefit Rural and Historically Underserved Communities
ALBANY, Georgia, April 21, 2022 – Today, Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack was joined by
White House Infrastructure Coordinator Mitch Landrieu and Congressman Sanford Bishop (GA2) to announce the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) will invest $420 million in 132
infrastructure projects in 31 states, including rehabilitating dams, flood prevention, and
watershed restoration projects. Today’s investments are funded by President Biden’s Bipartisan
Infrastructure Law and build on a $166 million investment announced earlier this year.
Secretary Vilsack and Mitch Landrieu made the announcement in Albany, Georgia, as part of the
Building a Better America Rural Infrastructure Tour. There, NRCS is helping improve the flow
of Radium Springs. Radium Springs does not flow consistently and is highly dependent on
underground water. Funds from the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL) will be used to
implement strategies that blend efficient irrigation methods with better resource management to
ensure consistent flow to support agriculture, provide wildlife habitat, improve water quantity
and quality, and improve the recreational value within the existing public park. Over $69 million
will go towards eight projects that will provide relief for flood related watershed concerns.
“President Biden’s Bipartisan Infrastructure Law is a once-in-a-generation opportunity to rebuild
our infrastructure, create good-paying jobs and build new economic opportunity,” Vilsack said.
“Our watershed programs help communities rebuild after natural disasters and prepare for future
events. This includes communities that we’ve historically underserved. The President believes
we will grow the economy from the bottom up and middle out and this will occur in partnership
with rural communities. That’s what Building A Better America is all about.”
Vilsack added: “The President believes that when rural communities thrive, America thrives.
Building A Better America means that no community is left behind. These projects exemplify
why this historic investment in our watersheds was needed and the adeptness of our agency to act
swiftly.”
Today’s infrastructure announcement includes funding through two programs: the Watershed
and Flood Prevention Operations (WFPO) Program provides technical and financial assistance
for new watershed infrastructure, and the Watershed Rehabilitation Program (REHAB) upgrades
existing USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) dams.
The Albany project is funded through WFPO. Additional examples of WFPO projects funded
through the investment announced today include:
•

The City of Pine Bluff, Arkansas: Over the past five years, flooding has caused
significant problems for both humans and property in Pine Bluff. Funding will be used to
explore solutions, from design to construction, that will eliminate flooding issues that
have impacted the safety, health and quality of life of its citizens.

•

Tumalo, Owyhee and East Fork Irrigation Districts Modernization Projects,
Oregon: Modernization provides a climate resilient solution to offset the impact of
drought throughout the regions of Deschutes River, Tumalo Creek, Snake River, and
Hood River watersheds. Open irrigation canals will be converted to pipe delivering water
in a more efficient manner and preserving water where it is needed to restore critical
habitat for designated trout and salmon species. Pipe conveyance conserves water by
reducing loss from evaporation and seepage, diverts less water from rivers, and increases
flow downstream.

Examples of REHAB projects include:
•

Settingdown Creek Dam 54 & 56 – Forsyth County, Georgia: Both earthen dam
structures serve Forsyth County as part of the Coosa River Watershed and were built in
1954 to provide flood control to the surrounding community. The area has seen
substantial urban growth within the drainage area and breach zones making both dams no
longer compliant with federal or state safety laws. Funds are needed to extend the service
life of the dams and bring them to current NRCS design safety criteria and performance
standards.

•

Jewell Brook Watershed, Ludlow, Vermont - Sites #1, #2, #3, and #5: The dams have
outlived their design life span and three dams in the watershed experienced erosion
during Hurricane Irene. Action is needed to reduce the risk of loss of life in the event of a
potential breach and to reduce the risk of flood damage within the downstream flood
zones to homes, businesses, infrastructure and agriculture. Funding will be used to
rehabilitate the dam to current design safety criteria and performance standards.

In total, NRCS received $918 million of BIL funding to allocate through its watershed programs.
In addition to WFPO and REHAB, this includes funds for Emergency Watershed Program
(EWP) to help communities recover from natural disasters. NRCS will continue to assist
communities as it receives disaster requests.
A full list of projects is available on NRCS’ Bipartisan Infrastructure Law webpage.
How Communities Can Get Help
NRCS encourages communities to engage with their local project sponsors, participate in
developing a sound conservation plan that serves to protect and preserve local watersheds, and
connect with their local NRCS office to learn more about Watershed Program assistance.
NRCS will continue to review additional requests and compile a third round of BIL watershed
funding as funds are available.
More Information

Since 1948, NRCS’ watershed programs have designed and built 11,850 dams, constructed water
storage structures, flood management systems, stabilized streambanks, relocated residences,
redirected stream flows, re-established wildlife habitat and more to save lives and protect
watersheds.
USDA touches the lives of all Americans each day in so many positive ways. Under the BidenHarris Administration, USDA is transforming America’s food system with a greater focus on
more resilient local and regional food production, fairer markets for all producers, ensuring
access to safe, healthy and nutritious food in all communities, building new markets and streams
of income for farmers and producers using climate smart food and forestry practices, making
historic investments in infrastructure and clean energy capabilities in rural America, and
committing to equity across the Department by removing systemic barriers and building a
workforce more representative of America. To learn more, visit usda.gov.
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.

